
1. Gather data

Water purchased from municipality 
and/or suppliers

Water extracted or harvested on-site
by the property

Water reclaimed on-site by the property

Water withdrawn in outsourced laundry

2. Apportion water withdrawal between rooms, meeting space, and the remaining space

3. Apportion withdrawals to clients

Hotel Water Measurement Initiative (HWMI) Methodology Standard v2.0
Process Flow

All Other 
Withdrawals

Guest Room 
Withdrawal

Guest Room Space (incl. 
Apportioned Space)

Meeting Space (incl. 
Apportioned Space)

Apportioned by 
square footage

Private Space

Private space is deducted from 
calculations

Total Area 1/3 of total water 
withdrawals, or 

submetered
2/3 of total water 

withdrawals, or submetered

Total annual guest room withdrawals (incl. Apportioned 
Space)

Total annual meeting space withdrawals (incl. 
Apportioned Space)

÷ reporting year occupancy ÷ 365 days ÷ 10 hours OR meetings space annual hours 
used

Inputs: metered municipal (i.e. mains) water, unmetered 
municipal water, delivered water (including recycled water 

from external sources)
Documentation: invoices or meter readings, estimates from 
local authorities, purchasing records

Inputs: on-site desalinated water, rainwater, 
ground/surface water, other water

Documentation: freshwater output records from the 
desalination process or from rain harvesting, records of 
withdrawals from wells or water bodies, records of any water 
sources not incorporated elsewhere, meter readings or 
output from treatment processes,  calculations of 
estimates/extrapolations

Inputs: water withdrawn in outsourced laundry Documentation: laundry provider records

Inputs: on-site recycled or treated water Documentation: records or estimates of reclaimed or treated 
water



4. Outputs

Boundary

Metric Type

Area Boundary

Output metric
title

Output metric
unit

Total water withdrawals per occupied room-night is the traditional HWMI metric.

Last Updated 13 April, 2026 *This visual is explanatory only; the draft methodology remains the normative reference
Results are self-reported and unassured until WSHA’s assurance system is published and effective

Water withdrawals for all activities within the hotel Hotel geographic area

Absolute Intensity Percentage Score

Whole property
(private space deducted if 

necessary)
Guest rooms and public space Meeting 

rooms 
Whole property 

(Not including private space)
Whole property, including 

private space

Total water 
with-drawals

Property 
water 

intensity

Total water 
withdrawals per 
occupied room-

night

Total water 
withdrawals 

per guest night
Recycled water share Baseline Water Stress 

(Aqueduct) – context indicator

L L/occupied 
room-night L/guest night L/m2/hour

Total water 
withdrawals 
per area of 

meeting space 
on an hourly 

basis

Percentage Qualitative and quantitative 
ratingL/m2

used

Withdrawals per occupied room-night Meeting room withdrawals per hour


